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HERVE HEYRAUD
President and Founder
of Lepetitjournal.com

For the past 25 years, lepetitjournal.com has
been a daily companion to French people
living abroad, keeping them informed about
what's happening in their host countries
and news relevant to their expatriation.
Published in nearly 80 cities across more
than 35 countries, lepetitjournal.com is the
leading media platform for the French expat
community. With this role comes the
responsibility of building bridges between
cultures and fostering greater mutual
understanding.

One of the initiatives that embodies this
spirit is the Grand Prix France Hong Kong,
launched by lepetitjournal.com in Hong
Kong. Now in its fifth edition in 2026,
the Grand Prix celebrates outstanding
collaborations  between  the French
community and the people of Hong Kong
across a wide range of fields - entrepre-
neurship, sustainability, education, and culture.

We are proud to once again shine a
spotlight on inspiring joint ventures and
shared success stories. Our journal owes
much to the local partners who support
us, and we would like to warmly thank
Veolia, Bouygues Construction, and
Crédit Agricole Corporate & Investment
Bank for their commitment to the Grand
Prix.

| would also like to express my gratitude to
the French Chamber of Commerce in Hong
Kong, the Alliance Francaise, the French
Consulate, the French May Art Festival,
French Tech Hong Kong, and Le Cercle for
their unwavering support and invaluable
local expertise. Since 2019, Didier Pujol and
his team of dedicated columnists in both
Hong Kong and Shanghai have played a

crucial role in our growth, delivering daily
news to thousands of readers and launching
initiatives like the French Trophies, the House
of Expatriates, and of course, the Grand
Prix. With over | million page views per
year, lepetitjournal.com has become a key
voice for the French community in Greater

China - complementing the existing
institutional ecosystem and reinforcing the
presence and influence of France in the
region.

In this pivotal year regarding the relations
between China and Europe, Al and
technology issues are taking centerstage
in our editorial content. At the same time,
the promotion of French culture and values
remains at the heart of what we do.Whether
through  solidarity, entrepreneurship, or
creativity, the French abroad continue
to shape the image of France on the
international  stage. They form a
vibrant and forward-looking community,
dedicated to contributing positively to the
countries that welcome them.

The 2026 selection of Grand Prix France
Hong Kong winners is a testament to this
spirit of cooperation, innovation, and shared
ambition - a collective endeavor for a
brighter and more sustainable future.



DIDIER PUJOL
Editor-in-chief,
Lepetitjournal.com
Hong Kong, Shanghai,

and Beijing

Lepetitjournal.com is proud to host the
fifth edition of the Grand Prix France Hong
Kong (sixth edition in China), an event that
highlights collaboration between France and
Hong Kong. Our publication aims to foster
connections between French residents -
whether in Hong Kong or elsewhere - and
Hongkongers by celebrating joint, inspiring
initiatives  that bring value to both
communities.

The French presence in Hong Kong goes
beyond the size of the community; it
lies in the economic, social, and cultural
contributions made every day. This is why
Lepetitjournal.com, together with our
partners, continues to organise the Grand
Prix France Hong Kong. This year again,
we are proud to celebrate both French
and Hong Kong citizens for their shared
accomplishments.

The Grand Prix France Hong Kong
honors collaborative projects between
France and Hong Kong in the following
categories:

> Education Prize

presented by Bouygues Construction

> Sustainable Development Prize
presented by Veolia

> Culture Prize

presented by Crédit Agricole Corporate
& Investment Bank

> Entrepreneur Prize

> Coup De Coeur Prize

The Grand Prix is designed to recognize
initiatives that connect French and Hong
Kong communities. Open to both French
and Hong Kong teams, the only requirement
was to present a project that embodied
cooperation between the two cultures. A
distinguished jury, including sponsors and
French institutions in Hong Kong, selected
five winning teams for their remarkable
contributions  to  French-Hong  Kong
collaboration. We warmly congratulate our
2026 laureates.

This year also marks a turn in Al
technologies and we are proud to award
Bistrochat, which aligns with this theme.
Other honorees include Children of
the Mekong, Hong Kong based French
photographer ~ Romain  Jacquet-Lagreze,
My Rooftop is Green which was founded
in Hong Kong by two French sisters and
The Little Museum of the World, a unique
initiative advocating a peaceful world.



CHRISTILE DRULHE
Consul General of
France in Hong Kong
and Macau

Ladiesand gentlemen,Mesdames et messieurs,

[t is with great pleasure and honour to
welcome, this year again, the Grand Prix
France — Hong Kong 2026 at the Residence
of France. It is the 5" edition of the Grand
Prix France — Hong Kong 2026, the 6" in
China.

Over the past vyears, the Grand Prix
has evolved into a genuine platform of
recognition, bringing to light the various
talents and the shared commitment that
unite our two communities in shaping a
better, more collaborative future.

| am grateful to the team of Lepetitjournal.com
and the unwavering support of its
institutional and corporate partners. The
Grand Prix continues to gather innovative
projects and ideas: whether on social
impact,  ecological  transition,  artistic
innovation, education, or entrepreneurship,
this edition brings to light a new generation
of initiatives that are conscious of the
challenges and opportunities of our time.

Indeed, the exceptional projects submitted
this year are not only impressive in their
ambition and execution; they are also deeply
rooted in a collective will to bring positive
impacts. They illustrate the French and Hong
Kong communities both engaged and
grounded in a sense of responsibility, putting
Hong Kong not only as a place of opportunity,
but as a fertile ground for experimentation,
and innovation. Whether led by young
entrepreneurs,  seasoned  professionals,

artists, or educators, their work embodies
the spirit of openness and cooperation that
has always animated the French presence in
Hong Kong. Tonight, we come together not
simply to celebrate individual achievements,
but to affirm and reinforce this shared
journey.

This 2026 edition also resonates with the
French May and French GourMay Festivals
and many other events in all fields covered
by the Grand Prix, confirming the cultural
vibrancy and strong business presence of
France in Hong Kong.

On behalf of our Consulate, | would like
to extend our gratitude to Didier Pujol
and his team for this remarkable initiative
which contributes to the strengthening of
ties between France and Hong Kong. We
are proud to stand by those who bring
our values to life, through education, art,
sustainable business, and civic engagement.

| wish you all a wonderful Grand Prix
ceremony filled with inspiration and long-
term connections. And to all participants and
nominees: my heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes for your future endeavours! Un
grand bravo et bonne continuation !



THE FINALISTS
GRAND PRIX FRANCE - HONG KONG 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PRIZE

CHOMP Limited
Carla Martinesi

EDUCATION PRIZE

Climate Fresk Hong Kong
La Fresque du Climat
Sophie Bonnin-Rocher

Hong Kong Academy of
Performing Arts
Three Musketeers

CULTURE PRIZE

The New Normal
Charity

Dream2Story

Maison & Objet Intérieurs Hong
Kong 2025

Tribe 22 Limited and Le Cercle
Limited, Marie-Hélene Prévot

ENTREPRENEUR PRIZE

Thiphaine Beausseron

Courants: Neon, Calligraphy,
and Invisible Systems between
France and China

Circular Ring 2
Asian Expansion

Hong Kong Uglow x Deckers
Group
Romain JEAN DE DIEU

OO
I

AIRI lab

Collaborative platform for
design companies

Xavier Travert

S




THE WINNERS
GRAND PRIX FRANCE - HONG KONG 2026
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O-PARK 1

O-PARK 1is located in Siu Ho Wan, on
Lantau Island.

It is the first Organic Waste Treatment Facility
operating in Hong Kong.

With a capacity of 200 tons per day,
O-PARK 1 uses Anaerobic Digestion technology
to convert food waste into biogas that can
generate electricity.

Solid residues are transformed into compost

that can be reused into agriculture and also
landscaping projects.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PRIZE
Awarded by Veolia

@ veoua

RESOURCING THE WORLD

Veolia, a global leader in environmental
services, works every day to build environ-
mental security for the benefit of public
health and the competitiveness  of
industries and regions. Thanks to its cutting-
edge technologies, the group cleans up
pollution, reduces carbon emissions, and
regenerates resources through concrete
solutions that combine its expertise in water
and water technologies, waste - including
hazardous waste management, and local
energy.

In Hong Kong, our activity is perfectly in
line with the government carbon neutrality
objectives.

Projects in the territory are developed
around two main axes :

» A green production of energy based on
extracting value out of waste

» The reduction of energyconsumption with
commitment on performance with expertise
including  design, installation as  well
as operation and maintenance of client's
assets.
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MY ROOFTOP IS GREEN

Two young French ladies, Charlene and Sophie
Marrie are redefining entrepreneurship
in Hong Kong with their vibrant journey
through My Rooftop is Green (MRG). They
co-manage a landscaping business that
has blossomed into a hub of creativity and
sustainability. The sisters took a bold step
by purchasing MRG, diving into an industry
they knew little about. After completing
her marketing degree at the University of
Leeds and a Master's in film production at
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles,
Charlene joined Sophie, who had taken
over the business after returning to Hong

By,

Kong during the pandemic. “Witnessing
environmental  challenges  sparked our
passion for creating a business that makes
a difference,” MRG now boasts a team of
six and is about to launch Botani Bloom, a
French-inspired luxury plant brand designed
to bring joy to compact urban living spaces.
“We want to create a community around
plants, not just sell a service,” Sustainability is
at the heart of their mission." Our business
aligns with our values,” Sophie emphasises.
“We source plants responsibly and design
spaces that promote well-being in urban
environments.”
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EDUCATION PRIZE

Awarded by Bouygues Construction

COMSTEICTION

CULTURAL COLLABORATION AND KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE
STRENGTHENS LINKS BETWEEN HONG KONG AND FRANCE

As a global construction leader; Bouygues
Construction, alongside our subsidiaries
Bouygues Travaux Publics and Bouygues
Batiment International, has always understood
that building extends far beyond infrastructure.
Through our decades-long presence across
Asia and in Hong Kong—from Dragages
Hong Kong's 70-year legacy to BYME,
VSL Intrafor, and our 3,000+ dedicated
employees—we have directly witnessed how
educated, empowered communities form the
true foundation for sustainable development.
For many vyears, Bouygues Construction
and its Foundation have walked alongside
Children of the Mekong, a regular partnership
rooted not just in commitment, but in
genuine  human connection. Our  staff
members in Hong Kong and across the
world have been regularly involved,
volunteering their time and expertise to
support the organization's mission. These
personal bonds remind us that our work
in  construction is meaningless without
the human development that sustains it.

This year, we are deeply honored to sponsor
the «Education Prize,» celebrating Children
of The Mekong's remarkable legacy across the
region—decades of educational transformation
that have unlocked potential and created
pathways to brighter futures for thousands
of children. Every scholarship, every school
built, every child supported represents the
true measure of progress in Southeast Asia.
Our signature, «Building for Life», has never
felt more relevant. We build hospitals,
bridges, and cities—but we also build futures.

Education is the infrastructure of hope, the
foundation upon which communities rise and
prosper.When we invest in a child’s education,
weare constructingthe future ofentire nations.
This initiative embodies our deepest conviction:
that true legacy is measured not in monu-
ments, but in transformed lives. Across gene-
rations and borders, Bouygues Construction
remains committed to the belief that educa-
tion is the most enduring structure we can
ever build.
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CHILDREN OF THE MEKONG

Since 1958, Enfants du Mékong's mission has
been to educate, train, and support children
and young people from very poor families
in Southeast Asia, enabling them to improve
their material living conditions and develop
intellectually, emotionally, and morally. The
organization strives to ensure that, according
to their abilities and aspirations, they acquire
a good profession and become free and
responsible adults who serve their country.
To achieve this, we constantly adapt to their
needs. The number of children we directly
support is 95,000. Under the direction of

Ry,

Stephanie CLEMENT DE GIVRY, our office
has developed specific projects in Hong Kong
to raise funds and increase the organization’s
visibility locally. Nothing can stop us! 2025
was particularly rich in ideas and programs.
Al of them stemmed from encounters
with extraordinary individuals of generous
humanity. In 2026, the contemporary art
exhibition Art Across Boundaries , the 9%
organized in Hong Kong by Enfants du
Mékong as part of French May is back from
4" May to |7% May, bringing together the
works of some thirty artists including Réhahn.



(D% CREDIT AGRICOLE

CORPORATE & INVESTMENT BANK

supports

With over a century of presence in Hong Kong,
Credit Agricole CIB proudly supports the arts, fostering dialogue
between French creativity and the city's dynamic cultural landscape.
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CULTURE PRIZE
Awarded by Crédit Agricole Corporate & Investment Bank

(CH? CREDIT AGRICOLE

CORPORATE & INVESTMENT BANK

Crédit Agricole CIB's connection to the
French-Hong Kong cultural dialogue runs
deep, spanning over |30 years of continuous
presence since |894—making it one of Hong
Kong's oldest registered foreign banks.

Today, Hong Kong serves as the Asia-Pacific
regional hub for the Bank, which provides
local and multinational clients with compre-
hensive capital markets, investment banking,
structured finance, commercial banking, and
international trade services. Driven by a
pioneering spirit, its core strengths lie in
robust global connectivity, deep sector
expertise in real assets, and an industry-
leading position in sustainable finance,
actively supporting Hong Kong's transition
towards a low-carbon economy.

This vision of long-term commitment and
cross-cultural bridge-building is embodied
in our selected winner Grand Prix France

Hong Kong winner, Romain Jacquet-Lagreze.
The French fine-art photographer has spent
over a decade masterfully connecting French
and Hong Kong cultures through his lens,
transforming his personal journey into

universally acclaimed visual art.

His work captures Hong Kong's essence:
the geometric poetry of vertical architecture
inVertical Horizon, the symbiotic relationship
between nature and urban sprawl in Wild
Concrete, and Cantonese heritage through
neon typography in City Poetry.

Romain’s latest trilogy, Echoing Above,
explores how trees, people, and birds
mirror each other in the urban jungle.
His photographs translate Hong Kong's
energy, resilience, and unique charm into
a visual language that resonates interna-
tionally—epitomising the art of cultural
bridge-building.
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ECHOING ABOVE

ROMAIN JACQUET-LAGREZE

Romain Jacquet-Lagréze's work captures
the essence of modern urban life,
finding poetry and beauty in the most
unlikely places and highlighting everyday
details that often go unnoticed.

Born in France, he spent nearly sixteen years
in Hong Kong, from 2009 to 2025, honing his
eye on the streets of the frenetic metropolis.
His photography explores the relationship
between  people and  their  urban
environments, often focusing on individuals

\)
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in their everyday surroundings and capturing
the energy, emotion, and diversity of urban
life.

His latest book, ‘Echoing Above’, is a
photographic trilogy uncovering wild trees
reclaiming spaces, construction workers, and
birds soaring amidst concrete landscapes
in the heart of Hong Kong. This collection
explores how these three echo each other’s
resilience, weaving a narrative of adaptation
in the urban jungle.
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BISTROCHAT

HACENE TAIBI

Hacene Taibi is an experienced entrepreneur
and tech leader. He co-founded Bistrochat,
a Hong Kong-based platform that provides
restaurants and chains with reservation
and loyalty capabilities. With his extensive
experience in these fields, Hacene has
gained valuable insights and knowledge that
he actively shares today. Bistrochat is an
all-in-one solution that allows restaurant
operations and marketing teams to conso-
lidate all their customer data in one place.
Bistrochat ensures that all reservations
appear in a single location, even if some

B,

originate from WhatsApp, others from
WeChat, others from the website, and still
others from social media. The app also uses
artificial intelligence to automatically respond
to inquiries made through the app’s chat,
thus verifying the reservation system of the
restaurant in question and booking a table
for you, without human intervention, 24/7.
Bistrochat also includes an integrated loyalty
program and the ability to purchase gift cards
through the app. Even customer orders are
stored within the app, as it can be connected
to the payment system.
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THE LITTLE MUSEUM OF THE WORLD

CHRISTIAN PILARD

In 2016, my wife and | decided to launch the
“Little Museum of the World", which explains
the planet’s history through a multitude of
symbolic objects, from prehistoric times to
the current social and environmental crisis.
It is, in fact, a museum of peace, designed to
help people, and especially young people,
build a more peaceful and responsible future.
Free from religion and politics, this
educational space doesn't preach, but
rather poses questions, offering visitors the
opportunity to form their own opinions
by discovering aspects of history that are
sometimes forgotten.

\)
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Several years of work went into gathering
the necessary objects to developing a
comprehensive educational approach, the
physical layout, and the identity of this

truly unique place. It is quite possibly
the strongest concentration of symbolic
objects in the world! At the Little Museum of
the World, you can hold a lunar meteorite or
a Tyrannosaurus tooth in your hands, stroke
a real mammoth hide, weigh a 9"-century
slave’s bracelet in your hand, or contemplate
an anti-personnel mine. There is a journey, a
story told to try to bring a little humanity to
a world that too often lacks it.
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